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Our Schools Speak Your Language 

Dear New Yorkers, 

Our students and families speak over 180 languages. 180! To me, this number represents the rich 
cultural tapestry of this city, and the countless opportunities in front of us to see the world from 
new perspectives. 

I want to commend the Community Education Council (CEC) of District 9 for doing just that. Last 
week, the District 9 CEC held their town hall meeting in Spanish, with interpretation provided for 
attendees who speak English and other languages. In doing so, the CEC showed the many District 9 
families for whom Spanish is their home language: we see you. It also meant the English speakers 
experienced what it feels like to participate in a meeting via interpretation. The experience was eye-
opening for me—so much so that we are also switching it up in this issue of PS + You, by sending 
the newsletter in Spanish with a linked English translation.  

Every family has the right to engage in their child’s education, and for that reason, language access 
is a priority across NYCPS. Each of our schools has a Language Access Coordinator, along with 
designated funding to support communication with all families. Last school year, led by our Office of 
Language Access, we translated nearly 11,000 IEPs into 51 languages and provided interpretation in 
93 languages for over 289,000 phone conversations. We also provide interpretation for meetings 
and events and translate many other documents and communications. So families, please know: 

https://www.bronxdistrict9.org/cec.html
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our schools speak your language! I encourage you to visit our website to learn more or request 
language services.  

I also want to highlight our efforts to strengthen and expand our bilingual programs. These 
innovative programs—we had 557 across the city last year—teach students in both English and one 
of 12 languages, ranging from Bengali to Haitian Creole, Japanese to Polish. We’re eager to 
continue expanding these programs; as our students build multilingualism, they gain the skills to 
lead and succeed in our globalized society. 

I believe we have so much to learn from each other, and that opening ourselves up to other 
perspectives, cultures, and languages reinforces our shared humanity. I’ve said it before and I’ll say 
it again: our city’s diversity is our greatest strength. 

Soaring high, 

 

David C. Banks 

Chancellor 

 

Our Spotlight Video: Available in English  

  
Follow us online at X, Facebook, and Instagram for the latest NYCPS news.  

And here’s the weekly video from Mayor Eric Adams. If you’re interested in receiving updates 
directly from the Mayor’s Office, please click here. 

 

NYCPS Families: If you no longer wish to receive the PS+You newsletter, please unsubscribe. 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/school-environment/hello
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/multilingual-learners/english-language-learners
https://twitter.com/nycschools
https://www.facebook.com/NYCschools/
https://www.instagram.com/nycschools/
https://youtu.be/n3rplygpD90?si=_-zklQojsbe0bD3J
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Foffice-of-the-mayor%2Fstay-in-touch-with-city-hall.page&data=05%7C01%7Cllaurence%40schools.nyc.gov%7C5c56c5485f0f4c1bbb6c08db360e5537%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C638163207417039706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MAiEpnYJM8Pzz8vQmIgI%2F23e9ruLMKNUgPRwJZtDMfg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DtyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB2FY8wEsD8dOtKYFx7jrO0NUQU83VkVBNUdIOTQ4OE5aT1JVSTdKVDJUVi4u&data=05%7C01%7Cllaurence%40schools.nyc.gov%7C5c56c5485f0f4c1bbb6c08db360e5537%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C638163207417039706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jd2LPwraEV5uG2cTlPfrmxI28yO6GMLaadCu9B5Kj8c%3D&reserved=0
https://vimeo.com/825943302
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